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1. What are the top priorities for the Indian Embassy in Greece?  Which
issues rank higher in your agenda?

In the traditionally excellent relations between India and Greece,
the  enormous  opportunities  for  expansion  of  trade  and
investment  partnership  remain  unexplored.   Hence,  our  top
priority is to focus on this vital aspect. We also seek to further
enhance  bilateral  cooperation  in  the  areas  of  science  &
technology, culture, and people-to-people contacts.

2. How  would  you  describe  the  relations  between  Greece  &  India
today?

Our  relations  are  strong  and  steady,  based  on  mutual  trust,
congruence of views on major regional and international issues,
and  support  to  each  other  on  key  issues  of  strategic
importance.

3. Could you give us some facts and figures regarding: (a) the export
activity  between  the  two  countries;  (b)  the  Indian  Business
Community, i.e. the presence of Indian corporations in Greece?

According  to  the  data  provided  by  our  Department  of
Commerce, the trade turnover between India and Greece in the
fiscal  year  2017-18  (April–March)  was  US$529.98  million,  and
during April 2018–January 2019, it is pegged at US$541 million,
including a 33% hike in Greek exports to India during these 10
months.  

Several Greek companies have a presence in India, mainly in
collaboration with Indian partners.  Their activities span a wide
range  of  areas,  from  industrial  minerals  and  materials,
commercial  refrigeration,  pharmaceutical  manufacturing,
maritime services, logistics and recruitment of Indian seamen,
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to  engineering  consultancy,  textile  &  apparel  manufacturing,
and confectionery, etc.

Indian companies, on the other hand, are yet to make their mark
in the Greek market.  However, we are optimistic that the recent
entry of a leading Indian infrastructure company, GMR Airports
Limited, in Greece through a joint venture with Greek firm GEK
Terna,  for  the  €850-million  Kasteli  Airport  project  in  Crete,
would pave the way for more investments and collaborations
from India.

4. India is going to be the Honored Country at Thessaloniki International
Trade Fair 2019.  What is your comment on this honor and what are
the plans for the Fair?

I think it is only natural that India -- the fastest growing major
economy in the world – will be the Honored Country at TIF 2019.
True to the logo of the 84th TIF -- “New India” -- our multi-sector
participation  will  reflect  the  technological  strength  and
entrepreneurship that define the new “Incredible India”.

5. In which sectors do you think that India and Greece can and should
collaborate more?

Indeed, there is a vast potential for bolstering our bilateral trade
beyond  the  current  level  of  half-a-billion  Dollars.   Enhanced
collaboration  in  sectors  like  shipping,  pharma,  digital
technology  &  start-ups,  infrastructure  projects,  tourism,
agriculture,  and  film  industry  (Bollywood)  can  be  highly
productive and mutually beneficial.

A  pertinent  point  that  I  wish  to  highlight  is  that  with  India’s
predicted emergence as the second largest importer of crude oil
globally,  and with 27.7 per cent of the world crude oil  tanker
fleet  being  owned  by  the  Greeks,  a  marked  spurt  in  our
commercial engagement in the shipping sector is expected in
the near future. 
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Notably, while crude oil and mineral oils constituted the largest
commodity  of  India’s  total  imports  of  goods  worth  US$465
billion  in  the  fiscal  year  2017-18,  refined oil  and mineral  oils
were also the largest constituent of our exports of goods valued
at US$303 billion during that period.

6. Do you think that Greece can attract more investments from abroad?
What do you think must still be done?

Greece can definitely attract more investments from India.  An
institutional framework for facilitation of investments will go a
long way in bringing the two countries closer.

7. Your  comment  on  the  recent  agreement  between  Greece  and
Northern Macedonia?

It  is  a bilateral  matter between the Hellenic Republic and the
Republic of North Macedonia.  

8. Do  you  find  similarities  between  Indian  and  Greek  lifestyle  and
culture?

The warmth and hospitality of the Greeks and their strong family
bonds are strikingly similar to the Indian ethos.  Also, both the
cultures place a high premium on education and learning.  

9. How do you find life in Greece?  What do you especially like and
what do you find difficult to get used to?

Life in Greece is enjoyable, as the country offers a great blend
of conviviality, ancient heritage, philosophy, art and literature,
gastronomy, and above all, pristine natural beauty.  I have felt at
home in Greece since Day One.
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